Pray Like Moses:
Learning from the Prayer Life of Moses (1)
"STANDING BEFORE GOD FOR THE PEOPLE"
Exodus 18:17-19

Introduction: Prayer is perhaps the most talked about, yet most misunderstood aspect of Christian life. Today we discover what it means to "stand before God for the people."

I. The problem: when good intentions become bad methods: (vv. 13-18)
A. Moses was doing good work the wrong way (Exodus 18:13-14)

John MacArthur notes that Moses was "attempting to encompass more than he was able"—a trap many leaders fall into.

B. Jethro's loving confrontation (Exodus 18:17-18) 
How many of us exhaust ourselves doing good things that God never asked us to do? 
How many pastors, parents, and leaders burn out trying to be indispensable instead of being intercessors?

II. The prescription: standing before God for the people (v. 19)
A. Moses' primary role defined (Exodus 18:19) 

The Hebrew phrase "stand before God" (amad lifnei) carries the idea of taking a position, being stationed, or taking your post.

Charles Stanley writes: "Prayer is not something we add to our busy schedule—it's the foundation everything else is built upon." 

B. The pattern for all spiritual leadership (Acts 6:2-4)
 
These are the two pillars of spiritual leadership:
1. Prayer (bringing people's needs to God)

2. Word (bringing God's truth to people)

John Piper emphasizes that these aren't separate ministries but interconnected ones—we pray through Scripture and study Scripture through prayer.

III. The principle: intercession as our first response:
A. What it means to "Stand Before God"
1. POSITIONING ourselves as mediators
· Like Moses between God and Israel
· Like Christ between God and humanity
· Like believers between heaven and earth

2. PRIORITIZING prayer over quick fixes
· Moses learned to cry out to the Lord first (Ex. 14:15; 15:25; 17:4)

· Prayer was his immediate response, not his last resort

B. The Power of Standing in the Gap (Ezekiel 22:30)

Warren Wiersbe often said: "Prayer is not preparation for the battle—prayer IS the battle."

IV. The practice: how to stand before god for others:
A. Make prayer your primary ministry -Whether you're a parent, pastor, teacher, or friend—your first calling is intercession.

1. Start your day representing others before God Family, friends, neighbors, church and your pastor (please!)

2. Develop a shepherd's heart (Numbers 27:16-17)

B. Learn to Bring Difficulties to God

Practical Steps:
1. Keep a prayer list of people God has placed in your care
2. Cry out to the Lord when problems arise (before consulting Google or calling friends)
3. Seek God's wisdom for those you lead or influence

V. The promise: God answers intercessory prayer
A. Moses' Track Record
· At the Red Sea (Ex. 14:15) - God delivered
· At Marah (Ex. 15:25) - Water became sweet
· At Massah and Meribah (Ex. 17:4) - Water flowed from rock
· During battle with Amalek (Ex. 17:11-12) - Victory came through raised hands
Each time Moses interceded, God responded.

B. Our Confidence in Prayer (1 John 5:14-15

C. The Power of Standing in the Gap (Ezekiel 22:30)

John Maxwell reminds us "People don't care how much you know until they know how much you care—and nothing demonstrates care like prayer."

Conclusion: your call to intercession
The Challenge: Like Moses, God is calling you to "stand before God for the people" in your sphere of influence.

Three Applications:
1. POSITION yourself as an intercessor
2. PRIORITIZE prayer over problem-solving
3. PERSIST in standing before God
