Pray Like Moses (4)
“Standing in the Breach”
Exodus 32:7–14

Introduction: If you’ve ever messed up—big or small—or know someone who did and wondered whether there was any hope, then today’s message is for you. We’re going to look at one of the greatest moments of intercession in all Scripture:
Israel sinned greatly at Mount Sinai by worshiping a golden calf. God’s wrath burned, threatening to destroy the nation. Moses “stood in the breach” (Ps. 106:23), pleading for mercy.
The lesson: Even when people fail, prayer can make the difference.

I. A need for intercession – The crisis of idolatry and wrath:
A. While Moses met with God Ex. 32:7–8 – 
1. God told Moses to go back down “Your people… have corrupted themselves.”
2. Idolatry at Sinai; Israel turns quickly to sin.
3. Ex. 32:9–10 – God calls them Moses people and “stiff-necked,” threatens destruction, and offers to start anew with Moses.
Like a corporate scandal damaging reputation—not just individuals, but the whole organization.

B. Ps. 106:23 – Moses “stood in the breach” like a soldier at a broken wall, shielding the people.

II. Moses’ bold and selfless intercession – Appealing to God’s glory:
A. A lesser man might have taken God up on His offer –
1. Moses loved his people sinful as they were.
2. Moses showed a holy boldness 
3. Ex. 32:11–13 – Moses pleads: “Turn from Your fierce wrath… Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, Your servants…”
4. Two appeals:
· God’s reputation – “Why should the Egyptians say…?” (v.12).
· God’s promises – “Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel…” (v.13).

B. Moses had no selfish motive (refused God’s offer to make him a new nation). Num. 12:3 – his meekness made his intercession effective.
Pray grounded in God’s character and promises (John MacArthur; Wiersbe).

III. The power of standing in the gap – Mercy in response to prayer
A. – “So the LORD relented Ex. 32:14 …” God’s character never changes, but He responds to prayer (Jer. 18:1–12).
1. – Israel spared because Moses prayed. Ps. 106:23
2. Intercessory prayer aligns with God’s mercy 
3. We see here a mystery of prayer: God invites us to participate in His work through intercession. (The Bible gives other examples) 
· Abraham interceding for Sodom, Gen 18:23–32
· Stephen praying for his executioners, Acts 7:60
· Paul praying for Israel Rom. 10:1 

Adrian Rogers: “Prayer is not overcoming God’s reluctance; it’s laying hold of His willingness.”

B. – Moses offers himself: “Blot me out of Your book…” Ex. 32:31–32 → points to Christ’s ultimate intercession. (1 Tim. 2:5-6; Isa. 53:5)
1. Paul did something similar (Rom. 9:3)
2. Both Moses and Paul willingness point to Christ.

C.  Jesus “always lives to make intercession. Heb. 7:25
Intercessory prayer is hard work; it’s costly because it’s driven by love. 
· It means pleading for mercy for someone who may not deserve it – perhaps someone who has hurt us. 
· It means caring more about God’s reputation and others’ salvation than our comfort. 
· But this is the kind of praying that “can literally save lives” and souls. (Moses story proves that!)
Who needs you to stand in the gap today? Family, friend, nation?

Conclusion & Call to Action: Moses’ prayer saved Israel. Your prayers can make an eternal difference. James 5:16 – “The earnest prayer of a righteous person avails much.” 
Will we take up that call?
Identify one person or situation this week. Stand in the gap daily.
Pray with Moses’ heart: selfless, Scripture-grounded, seeking God’s glory. Remember: We are never more like Jesus than when we pray for others.
